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Tanzania’s National Multisectoral 
ECD Programme (NMECDP)

• Launch - first 5-Yr NMECDP 2021/26
• Aim – All young children develop to their

full potential (53% children off track)
• Effective implementation called for

pioneering collaboration between the
Government, NGOs, and the Media

• Innovative Media Strategy - to harness
the transformative potential of the
NMECDP



Media Advocacy: 
Opportunities and Challenges

• NMECDP identified media as a key stakeholder 
to raise awareness + generate accountability, at 
all levels of government and society, for quality 
early years’ experience

• Media main source of news / information in 
Tanzania - 45% rely on radio (Media Council of 
Tanzania)

• A case for quantity, quality and impactful ECD 
stories - Media monitoring baseline reported no 
focused ECD media in Tanzania (CiC, 2019)



Media for ECD in Tanzania
• Unlocking Media's Potential to Drive

quality ECD Service Demand and Supply
• Children in Crossfire (CiC) partnered with

Union of Tanzania Press Clubs (UTPC) –
with regional press clubs across
mainland+ Zanzibar

• Between 2019-2021 Trained ECD
champion journalists reported >1,000
stories across all 26 regions in all five
nurturing care components and
disseminated through all media formats
(print, broadcast, online)



Media implementing ECD Policy
• Media partnership pivoted to raise awareness 

+ generate accountability for NMECDP 
implementation nationally + sub-nationally

• Pool of ECD champion journalists in all 26 
regions uniquely placed to support NMECDP 
delivery (Performance MoU, basic stipend)

• Science of ECD Training + continuous 
Mentorship

• ¼-ly focus on ECD domain
• Emphasis to amplify local voices through 

partnership with community radios nationwide



Achievement : Coverage

• All 26 regions of TZ mainland
• >1500 stories in all Nurturing 

Care Components (2022- 2023)
• Broadcast, Newsprint, Digital

Nationwide coverage of ECD Media (2023)



Achievement: Quality + Local Voice
• 75% of media stories met [high] 

quality threshold using rubric
• >250 live community radio shows 

Amplified Local Voices 



Achievement: Catalyzing positive actions 
Accountability 
and Increased 
action taken 
locally to 
improve ECD 
services



What we learned
• Strategic engagement of media, especially community radio +

online blogs, can effectively catalyse policy-to-practice and
national-to-local transitions for quality ECD services

• Platforms for promoting local voices create higher
demand + better accountability that uniquely
supports local implementation of ECD policy
nationwide



Recommendations
• Media to be considered an important stakeholder 

in emerging ECD national discourse
• Media engagement to support ECD policy-to-

practice should consider: 
• optimising the Scale of media coverage 
• the Type of media with highest penetration in 

the target community
• rigour invested in Quality reporting 

• To optimise impactful ECD media - focus on:  
▪ community actions and ▪ system asks across 
governance, workforce, and financing
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