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Background
• School Closure announced due to Covid-19 in March 2020
• Remote learning was needed due to uncertainty on when

schools would reopen
• CiC conducted rapid assessment
• Findings - rural young children have very limited [if any] access

to digital / broadcast remote learning technology such as TV,
radio or smartphones.

• Need – low-tech / paper based remote-learning solution,
further utilizing locally available resources



Purpose
• Design an approach for

home-based learning of
young children (in remote,
under-resourced
communities, with limited
access to digital technology
or broadcast media)

• Align to Curricular guidance,
and address learning, care
and safeguarding needs at a
time when schools are
closed and caregivers have
limited time and resources

INCLUSIVE

Applicable to highly resource-
constrained rural (and urban) 
contexts

Takes into account children with 
special needs

RELEVANT

To support aspects of early 
learning through play aligned 
with the 6 competencies in the 
national PPE curriculum

SUSTAINABLE   

Designed such that post-Covid-
19 the PPE workbook remains 
useful resource for parents / 
caregivers to support home-
based learning after school 
hours and during holidays, as 
recommended.

EFFICIENT 

Emphasis on basic activities and 
games and how to use locally-
available resources as play 
materials (e.g. maize cobs, 
plastic bottles, bottle tops) as 
well as a simple learning-kit



Objectives
• Equip caregivers-with

the knowledge, skills &
resources to support
home-based playful
learning

• Bridge and reinforce
competencies developed
via school-based pre-
primary education (PPE)
Curriculum



Methodology
• CiC, worked 

[virtually] with 
education MDA 
(TIE, MOEST, PO-
RALG), RALG + 
other education 
stakeholders to 
develop print-based 
Activity Workbook 
aligned to PPE 
Curriculum

Rapid Needs 
Assessment

• To inform a 
recommended 
programme to respond 
to the pandemic effect 
on PPE 

A na.onal PPE 
response 
mee.ng

• To secure leadership support 
of Education-related 
ministries, and regional and 
council local governments. 

Virtual National 
technical 
dialogue 
meetings 

• Virtual working groups led on 
different competencies, made up 
of all levels of leadership and 
education stakeholders.

Technical 
Reviews 

• several stages of technical review and 
refinement, carefully reviewing the 
handwritten and illustrated notes by 
screen sharing

Design and 
Printing

•A designer commissioned, 
education ministry leadership 
endorsed the workbook as 
ready for print and voicing 
support for its potential utility 
as a PPE curricular support 
material that effectively 
engaged parents/caregivers 
with their children’s learning 
was

• Book provided guidance on play based 
learning activities to parents/caregivers 
utilizing locally-available resources



Methodology
• Local Government 

administered 
dissemination and 
orientation across 6 
councils while observing 
Covid-19 protocols in 
coordination with Council 
disaster response teams

• Workbooks disseminated 
across >30,000 
households, including 
teacher follow-up on use



Findings
• Parents/Caregivers 

reported facilitating playful 
learning at home

• When schools reopened, 
Pre-primary teachers 
assigned activities from the 
Workbook for caregivers to 
reinforce curriculum 
delivery

• Closer interaction was 
observed between 
caregivers + teachers and 
the household + school



Findings
• Education MDA conducted 

fieldtrips to corroborate 
caregiver acceptance of 
the Workbook and closer 
household + school 
interaction in early learning

• Workbook officially 
approved as a national 
curriculum resource

• Developed large font, tactile and braille 
versions of PPE Activity Workbook for 
children with visual impairments 
(distributed to >200 children)



Conclusion
• With simple guidance, 

caregivers of young children 
can facilitate playful and 
interactive learning at home, 
creating a home-school 
learning continuum

• Such engagement facilitates 
effective parent-teacher and 
home-school partnerships in 
young children’s early 
learning



Recommendations
• Government-stakeholder 

partnerships to promote 
to develop home-based 
[early] learning materials

• Simple context-led 
guidance document that 
is accessible to basic 
literate caregivers can 
facilitate home-based 
learning and closer 
home-school linkages

Click for video run through of Workbook

• Print resources complement digital resources 
for facilitating home-based playful learning

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xYlzb6XqYVc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xYlzb6XqYVc


ASANTENI!




